St. Thomas More Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Mitchell Fidyka
Associate Pastor: Fr. Joy Vadakkan, CFIC
Permanent Deacons: Randy Abele, Christopher Ashdown
210 Haddow Close, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2P3
Office: 780.434.6313 Rectory: 780.434.9483, Pastor’s Cell: (emergency only) 780.907.7782
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Website: https://stm.caedm.ca
Email: webmaster@stmparish.com

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

CONFESSION

Mondays
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Saturday
Sunday

45 minutes before weekday Masses
Saturday 4:00 pm

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:00 pm

ADORATION
Tuesday 6:00 pm

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT:
Pastoral Care

Sacrament of the Sick: any day at any hour

Regular pastoral visits can be arranged for the
homebound
Baptism

Register with the parish office

Parents are required to take 2 preparation classes
Marriages

Schedule an appointment before you book any other
facilities

An approved pre-marriage course is required

A minimum of 4 month’s notice is required

First Communion and First Reconciliation

For baptized children 7 years of age and older

Preparation classes are required
Confirmation

For those 12 years of age and older who have received
the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion

Preparation classes are required.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults – RCIA

For those who wish to learn more about the Catholic
faith or who wish to become Catholic.

Classes start each fall.

PARISH STAFF:
PASTORAL STAFF
Family Coordinator:
Youth Coordinator:
Sacrament Assistant:
Sacrament Assistant:
Music Coordinator:
RCIA Coordinator:
RCIA & Sacrament Assistant:

OFFICE STAFF
Monica Bober
Sara Dmitri
Kathleen Eistetter
Diane Middleton
Johanna Dietrich
Darlene Smigelski
Olivia Dias

Business Administrator:
Receptionist:
Interim Bookkeeper:
Custodian:
Evening Receptionist:

Christopher Snaith
Shannon Van Soest
Joey Kolinsky
Arthur Connick
Gideon Boyle

*To contact the staff, please visit the Contact page of our website for details.

September 16, 2018

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Who do people say that I am?”

Grocery Card Program

In the gospel of Mark, the deeds of Jesus have shown him to be the Son of
God. Yet many, including Jesus’ disciples, have not yet realized his identity.
Today, Jesus asks the disiples for a “field report” by asking what others say
about him. Peter speaks for all of them when he replies, “You are the Christ”.

The St. Thomas More Parish grocery card
program continues to welcome greater
parishioner participation. This is a parish
fundraising program, which proceeds
go toward parish projects and charitable
works.

Christ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for Messiah, which means
“the anointed one.” At the time of Jesus, the image of the Messiah was that of
a great political leader who would free the Jewish people from the Roman
occupation. However, Jesus refers to himself, not as a king but as the Son of
Man.
He confides in them the outcome of his ministry: he will be rejected, suffer
and die, and will rise again after three days. The image of Christ that Jesus is
giving is not the image of the Messiah that Peter was expecting.
Jesus then teaches the crowd and the disciples about the path of discipleship:
If you want to become my followers, let them deny themselves, take up their
cross and follow me. Jesus calls us to adopt this radical commitment and
sacrifice.
~ Fr. Mitch

Mass Intentions for the Week
Mon.

Sep. 17 7:00pm

Tues. Sep.18

7:00pm

+
+

Jacqueline Breault
Terence Hooey

+

Paul Lema
Annette Kennedy

9:00am

+

Wayne Huk
Teresa Anthony

Thurs. Sep. 20 9:00am

+
+

Wayne Huk
Ronald Suterland

Fri.

+
+

Wayne Huk
Ronald Suterland

+
+
+
+

Ronald Suterland
Wayne Huk
Desiderio Ruiz
Edward Anthony D”Soura

+

Wayne Huk
Brandon Myhre
All Parishioners
Antony Thomas

Wed. Sep.19

Sat.

Sep. 21 9:00am
Sep. 22 9:00am
5:00pm

Sun.

Sep. 23 8:30am
10:00am
12:00pm
6:00pm

+

Members of the Knights of Columbus
sell grocery (Safeway, Superstore, Sobeys & Save-On) befor e and after all
Sunday morning Masses, and also on the
first and third Saturday of each month
before and after the 5pm Mass.
Tim Horton's $25 and now Boston Pizza $50 gift cards ar e also available for
purchase. This is a great way to assist
Parish projects and to help the less
fortunate. Please take the time to support
the program regularly.
All bulletin items and after Mass
announcements should be directed to:
stm.secretary@stmparish.com
Deadline: Tuesday noon

Formed.org
This week our suggestion for viewing on
formed.org is Benedict XVI. It is a compelling
inside look at the life and times of Joseph
Ratzinger and the challenging pontificate of Pope
Benedict XVI. This biographical documentary
covers his childhood, his rise within the Catholic
Church, and the first few years of his papacy as
the Vicar of Christ. It is instructive and uplifting.

Sept 9
Regular Sunday Collection
$15, 845.00
TWS (Together We Serve)
$1, 735.00

Ladies Auxiliary

Wrapped in God’s Love:

The STM Ladies Auxiliary began their ministry of service
in 1978. We continue to prepare tied quilts and knitted
items for WINGS and the SSVP. We bring hope and comfort to women and children fleeing family violence and to
families struggling with their day to day needs.
WE INVITE YOU to join our group, to socialize, to support one another and to work on projects that benefit the
church and community. We meet each Wednesday 9:30 11:30 am.
“May we do with loving hearts what God asks us to do.”
Contact Elaine Smith @ 780.436.8324.

Ladies in our parish meet every Friday from SeptJune, from 9:30 - 11:30 am in the youth room to knit
Prayer Shawls. These shawls are knitted with prayers,
blessed and recorded in a special book.
The people who receive them are continually being
prayed for. A Prayer Shawl can be given to someone
who is celebrating a special occasion (birthday, anniversary, baptism, graduation, moving, a new home,
wedding, etc.) or is suffering from an illness or grieving a loss. There is no charge for a Prayer Shawl but a
monetary donation is welcome to purchase supplies.
Volunteers are welcome. There is no registration required and there is always someone present to help
you get started.
For more information, see the Prayer Shawl brochure
at the entrance of the church or contact Linda
780.988.9229 or Maureen 780.435.4917.

No one should be forced to flee their home:
This fall, Development and Peace will be joining
Caritas Internationalis to “Share the Journey.” This
Campaign is Pope Francis' invitation to all peoples
to walk in the shoes of migrants and refugees.

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized
In July & August the following children were received into our
Parish family through the Sacrament of Baptism:
Vincent A. Chukwuebuka A. Filomina B. Ethan C.
Jerel G. Max G. Elijah K. Sophia L. Cody M.
Sebastian N. Domenic P. Philip S. Grace D.
Sage K. Candice M. Chelsea M. Yann-Mathis M.
Gideon B. Tyson C. Zaiden D. Nicole G. James K.
Isabella L. Jacob N. Leanne N. and Jacob P.
Please remember our new little brothers and sisters in your prayers.

Registration/Office Visit: Next oppor tunity is Monday, September 24 – for both parents – 30 to 45 minutes in duration.
Baptism Preparation: Will be offer ed on Satur day, October 13
from 10 - 3 pm with a 1-hour lunch break. For additional dates for
baptism preparation, registration, requirements and who to contact
go to the Sacraments link on our new website stm.caedm.ca or
refer to the brochure in the stand at the main entrance to the
church.
MISSING: The 2014 Baptism Photo Album is missing fr om the
library shelves. If you have borrowed or know where it is please let
the office know. Thank you.

Please join us, September 22 at
Newman Theological College
(10012 84 St NW) to learn about the
root causes of forced migration and ways we can
take action here in Canada. The AGM from 9:30 10:15 am will be followed by the Fall Action
Workshop from 10:30 - 3:00 pm. Ther e will be a
“Soup and Sandwich” Lunch by Donation.
In a communication, on July 27, Archbishop Smith
indicated continued support for the educational initiatives of D&P. Please RSVP to Sylvianne Perry 780
462 2529 nsperry@telus.net.

Alter Server Practice
If you are interested in altar serving here at St. Thomas
More, we will be having our first Fall practice for new and
Junior rank servers this September 22, 2018, from 10 am 12 noon. Please contact the Altar Server Coordinator,
Christopher Snaith at 780.293.9535.

Do your children like to sing? Are you looking for
ways to involve them in Sunday Mass? - The STM
Children’s Choir welcomes children from Grades 4 to
9. Rehearsal is on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm for 45
minutes. Our first rehearsal is Sept. 20.

Attention High School Students and Young Adults Do you like to sing or play an instrument? Would you
like to share your musical talents with our parish? STM
Music Ministry is inviting you to join us in leading the
music at the 6 pm Sunday Mass. We rehearse at 5:15
pm on Sundays (just before Mass).

STM Music Ministry - Do you like to sing? Are you
looking for a way to develop and share your musical
talents with our parish? STM Music Ministry is looking
for voices to help the choir lead the congregation in
worship through sung prayer. The “Massed” choir sings
at all parish special events (including Christmas and
Triduum) and smaller groups sing at all Sunday Masses.
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings September to June.

STM Sound Ministry - We are looking for volunteers
to assist with the operation of the sound board during
parish liturgies and celebrations. No technical experience is necessary; training and mentoring is provided.
For all the above Music Ministry advertisements, please
contact Johanna Dietrich, Music Ministry Coordinator,
at johanna.dietrich@caedm.ca or 780.919.3747, if you
wish to volunteer, have any questions or wish to register for any of the music ministries.

CWL

invites all ladies to attend our AGM in the parish hall

on Tuesday, September 18th, at 7:30 pm following the 7:00
pm Mass. Our guest speakers will be our new Deacon Chris
Ashdown and his wife Jean, who will share with us their ex-

perience in The World Meeting of Families 2018 in Dublin.
Refreshments provided.

Catholic Girls’ League – girls ages 10-15 are invited to
join us for fun, friendship and faith development. This
group is sponsored by the CWL and meets on Saturdays
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm, usually twice each month. Our
first meeting will be on September 22nd. For more
information or to register contact Jean by email at
stmorecgl@gmail.com, or call 780.435.1861.

STM Scripture Study:
We are hosting an information night on Monday, October 1, 2018 after Mass at 7:30 pm in the church Library.
The study is called “Amazed and Afraid: Discover the
Power of Jesus”. This 6 week study will focus on the
Gospels and beginning a regular pattern of prayer. The
cost is $10 for materials. Come for fellowship and to
learn, pray, and share your faith. The time commitment
is 90 minutes per week. For registration or information
call Deacon Randy at 780.435.5070 or 780.493.1972.
Children's Liturgy: We ar e in need of volunteer
leaders for the 2018/19 year for the Saturday 5:00 pm. /
Sunday at 8:30 am / 10:00 am / 12:00 pm. masses! The
commitment is about once every 4- 6 weeks and easy to
follow lesson plans are provided for you.
Please contact Cheryl at shinkarukc@shaw.ca for more
details. Thanks for giving your time to enrich the lives
of the children in our parish.

SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
The Saint Thomas More pantry is short of the following
items: Pancake Mix, Canned Ham, Cookies, Crackers,
Sugar – 2kg, Flour – 2kg, and Powdered Milk. (No expired items, please).
Under the auspicious of SSVP, a small team of Saint
Thomas More Parishioners is travelling to the indigenous community of Atikameg located north of Slave
Lake this Sunday. The purpose of the trip is simply to
meet a couple of the elders and to begin to develop a
relationship. The ultimate aim is to explore the possibility of the STM community being of some assistance
to this poor community. If you want to learn more
please call Don Schurman at 780.439.1471.
If you or someone you know needs help or wishes to
donate furniture or household goods, please visit us at
www.ssvpedmonton.ca, or us a call at 780.471.5577.
If you want to learn more about SSVP or get involved
with the Divine Mercy Conference please come to our
meetings held in the Chapter Room on the first Tuesday
of the month following the 7 pm Mass.

FIRST SATURDAYS ARE RESUMING AT ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
beginning on the 6th of October
“Jesus wants to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart.”
~ Our Lady to Lúcia at Fátima in 1917, 1920, and 1924

SCHEDULE
8:40 am Rosary
9 am Mass
Rosary Meditation 15 minutes after Mass
Confession- check times in bulletin

To learn more about this devotion and why it is still important
in our day, please visit:
https://www.marian.org/13th/firstsaturday.php

Volunteers Needed:
As St. Paul said, “we all have different talents”. All of
us have something to give to our parish. There are
many areas of our community life that could benefit
from the work of volunteers. Right now, we need people to serve as liaisons with our schools. We are looking for retired teachers or people of good will to serve
the parish in a volunteer capacity. Our goal is to create
a channel of communication between the parish and
each school. The time needed would be one to two
hours per week. Volunteers are also needed in other
areas. Please help St. Thomas More move from a good
parish to a great parish! Please pray about your involvement in parish life. If you would like to volunteer, please talk to Father Mitch or leave your name in
the office.



The first Saturday always follows the first Friday on the
monthly calendar. The Saturday evening Sunday Vigil
Mass DOES suffice for keeping this devotion.



Confession: Generally 8 days before or after First

Saturdays.
Bring snacks to share after morning program.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4)
At St. Thomas More, we are commencing a program
called “The Journey of Grief”. The format is a special
weekly seminar/support group for those who are trying
to cope with the troubling effects of grief. In this faithbased program you can be with people who
understand how you feel and the pain of your loss. The
first meeting will be here at STM on Monday, September 18 after the 7 pm Mass (at around 7:40pm) in the
Library Room. If you cannot make the first session of
the 10-week program you may join when you feel ready
but we encourage you to come out for the first session.
Please contact Deacon Randy or Roseanne Abele at
780.435.5070 or 780.493.1972 or by email at
rabele@telus.net for more information or to register.

Coffee, Kids, and Catholic Moms: We are building a community of Catholic moms at St. Thomas More Parish. Join
us in the parish hall from 9:30 am to 11:30 am on the second and fourth Wednesdays of every month. Relax, sit back,
and enjoy some coffee and faith-filled conversation with other moms from our parish while we watch our kids play.
Don’t worry if you need to show up late or leave early – we’re moms, we get it! Our September meetings will be on
12th and the 26th. For more information, email Michelle Bourbonniere at michelle.bourbonniere@gmail.com, or just
drop in. We’d love to have you!

Do you know someone who would like to become
Catholic?
Or would you like to Sponsor someone who would like
to become Catholic?
For Adults wishing to be initiated into the Catholic
Church, the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) will r un fr om 20 Sep 2018 to 9 Jun 2019.
For practicing Catholics who wish to be a Sponsor, this
is a richly rewarding experience of sharing faith and an
opportunity to learn more about the “treasure” that is
yours! A pamphlet depicting the four-phase RCIA Process is located at the entrance of the Church. Visit the
RCIA links at https://stm.caedm.ca/ for more details
including audio & slide shows of the teaching sessions.
Contact Darlene Smigelski or Oliva Dias at 780 434
6313 ext 226; stm.rcia.coord@stmparish.com.
PARISH SACRAMENT NEWS:
1st Reconciliation and 1st Holy Communion are offered
to children in grade 2. What an exciting year for these
young children to celebrate TWO sacraments. See the
green brochures in your school office or STM parish for
details.
DROP-IN REGISTRATION.
Drop in to St. Thomas Mor e par ish to r egister your
child for the two sacraments.
Drop-in registration will occur fr om 9:00-11:00 a.m. on
the 1st Saturday of each month (Oct. thru Feb.).
Register your child at the parish on the 1st Saturday of the
month. Please contact Kathleen at the Par ish for fur ther details.

The Eucharistic Study Group will begin the current
year on Sept 21 in the church Library, after the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet and the 9 am Holy
Mass. We meet on the 1st Friday of the month, and
every other Friday following. The meetings run to 12
pm, except on 1st Fridays, when we spend a Holy
Hour with the Blessed Sacrament Exposed. We are
currently reading Scott Hahn’s, the 4th Cup. A light
breakfast is provided, and everyone is welcome.

Do you have or know a child
between the ages of 8 and 15
who would like to become a
Catholic? St. Thomas More
Parish R.C.I.A. - Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults
“Adapted for Children” is a
faith formation process designed for children and youth
who are inquiring and seeking initiation into the
Catholic Church. Children who have either not been
baptized or have been baptized as members of another Christian denomination will prepare to receive
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Communion. Sessions run on Thursday evenings from 7
to 8:15 pm beginning on October 2018 to June
2019. For more information or to register, email
family@stmparish.com or call Monica Bober at
780 434 6313 extension 227.
K4J KIDS FOR JESUS PROGRAM – ages 6 - 9
Parents! Are you looking for a great program
that teaches your child the
tools they need to know
and live the Catholic
faith?
Then sign them up for our
Kids for Jesus (K4J) Virtue
Program, beginning October
3, 2018. Cost is $50 per
child. Family (3 or more
children) rate available!
Drop-In Registration Dates will be as follows:
Saturday, September 15, 2018 – 10:30 am to 12 pm
Saturday and Sunday, September 15 & 16, 2018
before and after all masses
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 6:30 to 8:30 pm
For more information, brochures are available at
the back of the church or check out our website
at stm.caedm.ca.
Be Part of Our Parish Directory!
Sign up online or at the church after all weekend
Masses. For more information please contact Mary
Ann 780 686 8886 or Leo 780 266 9832.

