St. Thomas More Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Mitchell Fidyka
Associate Pastor: Fr. Joy Vadakkan, CFIC
Permanent Deacons: Randy Abele, Chris Ashdown
210 Haddow Close, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2P3
Office: 780.434.6313 Rectory: 780.434.9483, Pastor’s Cell: (emergency only) 780.907.7782
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Website: https://stm.caedm.ca Email: webmaster@stmparish.com

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Mondays
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

CONFESSION

Saturday
Sunday

45 minutes before weekday Masses
Saturday 4:00 pm

5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:00 pm

ADORATION
Tuesday 6:00 pm
1st Fridays 9 am - 3 pm

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT:
Pastoral Care
 Sacrament of the Sick: any day at any hour
 Regular pastoral visits can be arranged for the homebound

First Reconciliation and First Communion
 For baptized children 7 years of age and older
 Preparation classes are required
 See green sacrament brochure for details

Baptism
 See Baptismal brochure in stand or look on website
 Parents & godparents are required to take preparation classes

Confirmation
 For those 11 years of age and older who have received the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion
 Preparation classes are required.

Marriages
 Schedule an appointment before you book any other facilities
 An approved pre-marriage course is required
 A minimum of 4 months of notice is required

RCIA and RCIA - Adapted for Children (8-15 yrs.)
 For those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith or
who wish to become Catholic.
 Classes start each fall.

PARISH STAFF:
PASTORAL STAFF
Family Coordinator:
Monica Bober
Youth Coordinator:
Sara Dmitri
Sacrament Assistant:
Kathleen Eistetter
Sacrament Assistant:
Diane Middleton
Music Coordinator:
Johanna Dietrich
RCIA Coordinator:
Darlene Smigelski
RCIA & Sacrament Asst.
Olivia Dias

OFFICE STAFF
Business Administrator:
Christopher Snaith
Receptionist:
Shannon Van Soest
Interim Bookkeeper:
Joey Kolinsky
Custodian:
Arthur Connick
Evening Receptionist:
Gideon Boyle
*To email the staff, please visit the Contact page of our website for details.

The Forth Sunday of Advent
December 23, 2018
“Blessed are you among women.”
On this last Sunday before Christmas, our
Gospel reading prepares us to witness Christ’s
birth by showing us how much Jesus was
recognized as Israel’s long-awaited Messiah,
even before His birth. Elizabeth, while carrying the Baptist
in her womb, sings Mary’s praise as she bears the Lord our
Savior. Blessed were these women, and blessed the fruit of
their womb. Happy, holy Christmas!
Christmas is a time of joy; our Savior is born!
We welcome you all to St Thomas More Parish, parishioners
and visitors alike. May you be spiritually fulfilled as you
pray with us this Christmas season. For our many visitors,
know that you are among friends and that you are welcome
to join us in prayer at any time. Every year we rejoice as we
look forward to this great feast of Christmas, a feast of our
salvation. May we welcome Christ, not only
as a new-born child in a lowly manger, but
as our Redeemer. With gratitude let us recall
his humanity and the life he shared with us
so that we to might have eternal life.
Today true peace came down from heaven. Today the whole
world is filled with hope. Darkness gives way
to the bright dawn of God in our midst. With
the angels, the shepherds, the kings and Mary
and Joseph let us rejoice at the birth of our
Savior. The best Christmas gift that we priests
enjoy is a faithful, prayerful, involved community of
believers. We are grateful for all that you do in your many
ministries, for your generous financial support of parish life
and most of all for your devotion to the Mass, the sacraments
and your prayer life. It is a blessing to be able to serve the
good people of St. Thomas More Parish. We thank you also
for the many kind greetings and gifts that you share with us
at this time of year. Both of us are far from
our blood families but we share in the joy
of being included in the parish family.
We wish you a peaceful and joy filled
Christmas. May God bless you and those
you love with his great blessings of health, love, hope and
faith. Have a happy and holy Christmas.
God bless you all.
Father Mitch and Father Joy

The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)
December 25, 2018
“Do not be afraid; I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you
is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ, the Lord. You will
find a child wrapped is swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger.”
Let us take time during this Christmas season to ponder the
wonder of our God who came to His people as a helpless
infant. What kind of love is this that the God of the universe
makes Himself small and vulnerable? The same Lord who
takes upon Himself the sins of the world and offers His life
for our salvation. Come, let us adore Him.
Please bring your hand-bells to r ing dur ing Glor ia at our
Christmas Masses. The bells signify the joy of the
Angels as the sang the first Glory to God in the
Highest on the first Christmas night.
Christmas Eve Masses December 24th
4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm 12:00am (Midnight)
Christmas Day Masses December 25th
10:00am 12:00pm (Noon)

New Year’s Eve Mass December 31st 5:00pm
New Year’s Day Masses January 1st
10:00am 12:00pm (Noon)

During the Christmas season we suggest you watch
The Story of the Nativity on formed.org.
The story of the birth of Jesus is often
misunderstood. This is an invaluable tool for
believer and unbeliever alike to learn more
about Jesus of Nazareth and about the truth
of Christmas. This is free to all; the parish code is
TBQYW9.
Christmas Tree Blessing
Loving God, Bless with your abundant grace
this our Christmas tree as a symbol of joy.
May its branches be a sign of your neverfading promises. May its colorful lights and
ornaments call us to decorate with love our
home and our world. May the gifts that
surround this tree be symbols of the gifts that we have
received from the Tree of Christ’s Cross. May joy and Peace
come and nest in your branches and in our hearts. Amen.

Mass Intentions

Christmas Meal Prayer
God of all gifts, we thank you for the many
ways you have blessed us this day. We are
grateful each of those who are gathered around
this table. We ask you to bless us and our food
and to bless those we love who are not with us
today. In our gratitude and love, we remember
your humble birth into our lives and pray for those who are
without enough to eat. We remember the stable in which you
were born and pray for those who have no place to live. We
remember your challenging message of caring and giving
and we pray for peace in families and nations throughout the
world. We bless you and give you thanks in your Spirit who
brings our hearts to life this Christmas Day and forever.
Amen.

Mon. Dec. 24
Christmas
Eve

4:00pm
6:00pm
8:00pm
10:00pm
12:00am
Midnight Mass

Tues. Dec. 25 10:00am
12:00 Noon
Christmas
Day
Wed.

9:00am

+Joseph Lo
+John Lim

Thurs. Dec. 27

9:00am

+Rita Wan
+Raphael Wan

Fri.

Dec. 28

9:00am

Sat.

Dec. 29

9:00am

Patricia & Rene Foisy
+Michael Curran
+Laurette Normand
+Ken Johnstone
+Michael Curran
+Michael Curran
+Nepomuceno & Selvina Bura
+Larry Mahabir
and Mahabir/Lalla Family
+Josefa Pena
+Maria Nguyen

The Octave of Christmas
Sun. Dec. 30

8:30am
10:00am

Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and
12:00pm
Joseph
6:00pm
Mon. Dec. 31

5:00 pm

Thanksgiving Mass

10:00am
12:00 Noon

Blessing for Canada
Blessing for All Parishioners

New Year’s
Eve
Tues. Jan. 1
New Year’s
Day
Jan. 2

9:00am

+Ken Johnstone
Fredita & Kayla Enumah

Thurs. Jan. 3

9:00am

Fri.

Jan. 4

9:00am

Fredita & Karys Enumah
Family of Innocent Enumah
Pat Coe
+Dennis Eshpeter

Sat.

Jan. 5

9:00am

Wed.

Our Catholic Schools
This year we have begun a new project
of cooperation between all the Catholic
schools in our area and our parish. We
are visiting all the schools and
celebrating a Mass with small groups of
students. Three to four days a week one of the priests visits
the school and meets with a specific class or grade. So far,
the project has been a tremendous success. Some of the
newer schools have a chapel and others have created a
permanent chapel as a place of prayer for the students and
staff. That space in itself is a blessing for each school.
Principals, teachers, and chaplains have been very
supportive. The students are learning the Mass responses, are
becoming more familiar with the liturgy and showing
enthusiasm for the prayer of the Mass. This is a huge
undertaking and we are very grateful to the schools for their
zealous teamwork. After more than 40 Masses for small
groups, we are not even half way through the project.

For Parishioners
For Parishioners

Dec. 26

5:00pm

We have all heard the saying “Christmas comes but once a
year” but that is not quite true. The church celebrates some
major feasts, including Christmas, for eight days.
We celebrate December 25 to January 1 as the Octave of
Christmas.
The octave’s primary focus is celebrating daily Mass in
thanksgiving for Christ, with the gospel readings centered on
the Incarnation and the early years of Jesus’ life. During this
time, there are several major feasts: St Stephen the first
martyr, St John the Apostle that Jesus loved, the Holy
Innocents whom Herod murder in his jealous search for
Jesus, the Holy Family and Mary Mother of God. We invite
you to consider extending the feast throughout the octave by
rejoicing in the Incarnation, the coming of Jesus fully human
and fully divine - and the role of the lowly handmaid in his
divine plan.

For Parishioners
For Youth of the Parish
For our Sick
For Peace in the World
For Parishioners

5:00pm
Sun. Jan. 6
Epiphany
of the Lord

8:30am
10:00am
12:00pm
6:00pm

+Selvina Bura
+Maria Raj
+Sr. Tecla Becher
Thanksgiving to all Parishioners
Carla Smiley
The Reimer Family
Armand & Fern Beaudoin
Della O’Malley

Daily Masses will take place as r egular ly scheduled.

Our Offerings - Dec. 16
Regular Sunday Collection
$19,483.00
Donations
$560.00
TWS (Together We Serve)
$1035.00

Parish Sacrament News:
1st Reconciliation and 1st Holy Communion are offered to
children in grade 2. What an exciting year for
these young children to celebrate TWO
sacraments. See the green brochures in your
school office or STM parish for details.

DOUBLE MOVIE FEATURE NIGHT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11th at 7 pm
St. Thomas More Parish Hall
FOR CHILDREN: ST. JOSEPH THE DREAMER
(Rated for children 5 years and up – 91 minutes)

DROP-IN REGISTRATION.
Drop in to St. Thomas Mor e par ish to r egister your child
for the two sacraments.
Drop-in registration will occur fr om 9:00-11:00 a.m. on the
1st Saturday of each month (Oct. thr u Feb.).
Register your child at the parish on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Please contact Kathleen at the Parish for further details.

Baptism: Infant to 7 yr s. – Contact: Diane Middleton
780-434-6313 ext. 233
Preparation: for parents & godpar ents is next
offered on Monday, Jan. 14 from 7 to 9pm - call
to register
Brochure: For pr ocess, requir ements, dates offer ed for
preparation etc. please refer to the baptism brochure. You
will find it in the stand at the main entrance to the church and
at the Sacraments link on our website stm.caedm.ca.
Baby on the Way? Maybe you didn’t know but . . .
. . The Second Commandment
I. The Name of the Lord is Holy - prescribes respect for the
Lord’s name CCC* 2142
II. Taking the Name of the Lord in Vain – forbids false
oaths CCC* 2150
III. The Christian Name CCC* 2156 T he sacrament of
Baptism is conferred “in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In Baptism, the Lord’s name
sanctifies man, and the Christian receives his name in the
Church. This can be the name of a saint, that is, of a disciple
who has lived a life of exemplary fidelity to the Lord. The
patron saint provides a model of charity; we are assured of
his intercession. The “baptismal name” can also express a
Christian mystery or Christian virtue. *CCC Catechism of
the Catholic Church—how to live out The Bible!

Young Joseph is a dreamer, indulged
by his father and resented by his
brothers who sell him into slavery.
But his faith and his gift for
interpreting dreams soon lead him to
an exalted position in the kingdom.
The movie sets Joseph’s story in the
context of God’s plan for Israel and
the promised coming of the Messiah.
It powerfully demonstrates God’s
sovereign hand in all things.
Popcorn and drinks provided / Bring a blanket/sleeping
bag to sit on / Free will offering will be accepted
Children 4 years and under
must be accompanied by an adult
FOR YOUTH & ADULTS: ST. BROTHER ANDRE
(Rated G—87 minutes)
The life of St. Brother Andre, the
first Canadian male saint who, from
his modest position of a Catholic
college’s doorman, raised the fervour
of the Catholics around the world to
Saint Joseph, the father of the Christ.
His miracles and the way he
succeeded in the construction of the
Saint-Joseph’s Basilica in Montreal.
Popcorn and drinks provided / Free will offering
will be accepted.

Sign of Peace
The next Marriage Preparation program at St. Thomas More
will take place March 15, 16 and 17, 2019.
For information email: stm.marriagepreparation@gmail.com
Please indicate your names, wedding date and location
when emailing for information.
Other Marriage Preparation programs available:
Catholic Engaged Encounter:
http://ceewest.com/communities/edmonton/
On-line Marriage Preparation:
http://caedm.ca/PastoralParishServices/LifeandFamily/
MarriagePreparation/MarriagePreparationPrograms/
OtherPrograms/OnlineMarriagePreparation

According to the General Instructions for the Roman Missal,
the sign of peace asks for peace and unity for the human
family. The faithful express to each other their ecclesial
communion before approaching the altar. This expression
can take many forms according to cultural tradition. In
Canada the usual form is a handshake or a bow. Either form
is acceptable; you should not feel offended if you reach out
your hand and the person bows to you; especially in this flu
season but also at any time, the bow or nod is an acceptable
expression of peace. Please also note that the sign of peace is
only given to those who are nearest and should be done in a
solemn manner. There should be no movement throughout
the body of the church at this time.

