St. Thomas More Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Mitchell Fidyka
Associate Pastor: Fr. Joy Vadakkan, CFIC
Permanent Deacons: Randy Abele, Chris Ashdown
210 Haddow Close, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2P3
Office: 780.434.6313 Rectory: 780.434.9483, Pastor’s Cell: (emergency only) 780.907.7782
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Website: https://stm.caedm.ca Email: webmaster@stmparish.com

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Mondays
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

CONFESSION

Saturday
Sunday

45 minutes before weekday Masses
Saturday 4:00 pm

5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:00 pm

ADORATION
Tuesday 6:00 pm
1st Fridays 9 am - 3 pm

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT:
Pastoral Care
 Sacrament of the Sick: any day at any hour
 Regular pastoral visits can be arranged for the homebound

First Reconciliation and First Communion
 For baptized children 7 years of age and older
 Preparation classes are required
 See green sacrament brochure for details

Baptism
 See Baptismal brochure in stand or look on website
 Parents & godparents are required to take preparation classes

Confirmation
 For those 11 years of age and older who have received the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion
 Preparation classes are required.

Marriages
 Schedule an appointment before you book any other facilities
 An approved pre-marriage course is required
 A minimum of 4 months of notice is required

RCIA and RCIA - Adapted for Children (8-15 yrs.)
 For those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith or
who wish to become Catholic.
 Classes start each fall.

PARISH STAFF:
PASTORAL STAFF
Family Coordinator:
Monica Bober
Youth Coordinator:
Sara Dmitri
Sacrament Assistant:
Kathleen Eistetter
Sacrament Assistant:
Diane Middleton
Music Coordinator:
Johanna Dietrich
RCIA Coordinator:
Darlene Smigelski
RCIA & Sacrament Asst.
Olivia Dias

OFFICE STAFF
Business Administrator:
Christopher Snaith
Receptionist:
Shannon Van Soest
Interim Bookkeeper:
Joey Kolinsky
Custodian:
Arthur Connick
Evening Receptionist:
Gideon Boyle
*To email the staff, please visit the Contact page of our website for details.

Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
December 30, 2018
We recognize the importance of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as
models for all human families. Pope John
Paul II asserted that marriage and family
life are windows into the divine world, as
the self-giving love found in families
reflects that of the Holy Trinity. Every
family has hidden within it the seed of holiness. Let us
take to heart St. Paul’s message to clothe ourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience
and forgiveness, for we are God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved.

With Great Gratitude
We are grateful to the many who served in any of the
ministries during this Christmas season. Our gratitude is
given to the decorators, readers, ministers of the
Eucharist, music, servers, ushers and all who helped in
any capacity. May God bless you all for your superb
service to your parish. All Masses were full and
everything went smoothly thanks to your great help.
Thank you also for the personal kindnesses shown to
Fr Joy and myself.
Father Mitch

Formed.org
January 1st, a holy day of obligation, is
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.
Our formed.org suggestion for you this
week is Celebrating Mary. It is a 30minute presentation geared to children,
youth and families. We invite you
to spend some time with Moses the Cat
and the Cat.Chat Family as they talk
about Mary, the Mother of our Lord and of man. It’s a
celebration of this wonderful woman who loved God
and others so much that she dedicated her life to God’s
plan to save us.
Our Offerings - Dec. 23
Regular Sunday Collection
$18,471.00
Donations
$5,060.00
TWS (Together We Serve)
$1070.00

Mary, the Holy Mother of God
(New Year’s Day)
January 1, 2019
World Day of Peace
We begin the New Year with God’s
blessing. Today we honour Mary, the
Mother of God and World Day of Peace.
Mary treasured the words of the
shepherds and pondered them in her
heart. How might we make time this
year to treasure the Word of God and
cultivate peace? Prayerfully reading and pondering
God’s Word will enrich our faith and help us to slow
down and appreciate our many blessings.
“It is truly just to proclaim you blessed,
O Mother of God,
Who are most blessed,
all pure and Mother of our God.” Amen.
New Year’s Eve Mass December 31st 5:00pm
New Year’s Day Masses January 1st
10:00am 12:00pm (Noon)

Greeters
Our Christmas Masses were full to
overflowing. The greeters did an
excellent job welcoming parishioners
and strangers alike. They are essential
to make the new people feel welcome
as soon as they come through the door
and to make regular parishioners feel that they are at
home. The ministry of being a greeter will be an on
going service to the parish. Everyone should be greeted
with a smile and few words of welcome. We need a
large number of people to be effective. If you would
like to help in this capacity, please leave your name and
number/email with the office. It is a task that entire
families can perform together. Thank you greeters, for a
job well done.

Are you new in our Parish?
Welcome! Our community wants you to
feel at home in St. Thomas More Parish.
We would like to know that you have
joined us. Please pick up a Registration
form from the front of the church or just outside our
office. A filled form can be dropped off at the Parish
office or placed in the collection basket.
Thank you for sharing in our community.

Mass Intentions
Mon. Dec. 31

5:00 pm

Thanksgiving Mass

10:00am
12:00 Noon

Blessing for Canada
Blessing for All Parishioners

New Year’s
Eve
Tues. Jan. 1
New Year’s
Day
Wed.

Jan. 2

9:00am

Thurs. Jan. 3

9:00am

Fri.

Jan. 4

9:00am

Sat.

Jan. 5

9:00am
5:00pm

Sun. Jan. 6
Epiphany
of the Lord

8:30am
10:00am
12:00pm
6:00pm

+Ken Johnstone
Fredita & Kayla Enumah
Fredita & Karys Enumah
Family of Innocent Enumah
Pat Coe
+Dennis Eshpeter
+Selvina Bura
+Maria Raj
+Sr. Tecla Becher
Thanksgiving to all Parishioners
Carla Smiley
The Reimer Family
Armand & Fern Beaudoin
Della O’Malley

From the Office of the Archbishop:
Putting the Word of God into practice
Throughout the history of the Church, the Christian response to
God’s love revealed in Christ has been three-fold: worship,
witness and service. In these three ways we put into practice the
Word of God.

Worship
From our awareness of this wondrous gift that is the Eucharist,
and of the Lord’s command that it be celebrated in His memory,
arise some questions: Am I, in fact, putting the Word of God
into practice by participating fully every week in Sunday Mass?
Do I allow other activities to take priority over my sacred
obligation? Do I take time to prepare for Mass by reading in
advance the Mass readings, pondering the many blessings for
which to give thanks, or considering the needs I wish to place
before the altar of God’s mercy?

Witness
There are many ways we can put the Word of God into practice
through the act of witnessing to Christ. The most effective is by
the way we live our lives. People pay more attention the what
we do than to what we say. Yet, there are times when we are
called upon to speak on the basis of our belief, particularly in
those moments when people close to us, coworkers or society in
general take directions contrary to the teachings of our Lord.

Wednesday Morning Scripture Study Group
Wednesday, January 9, 2019,
following the morning Mass.
We will be reviewing
"EPIC - A Journey Through Church History".
For more information contact Annette at 780-437-4044

Double Movie Feature Night
Friday, January 11th at 7 pm
St. Thomas More Parish Hall
For Children: St. Joseph the Dreamer
(Rated for children 5 years and up – 91 minutes)
Young Joseph is a dreamer, indulged
by his father and resented by his
brothers who sell him into slavery. But
his faith and his gift for interpreting
dreams soon lead him to an exalted
position in the kingdom. The movie
sets Joseph’s story in the context of
God’s plan for Israel and the promised
coming of the Messiah. It powerfully
demonstrates God’s sovereign hand in
all things.

Popcorn and drinks provided / Bring a blanket/sleeping
bag to sit on / Free will offering will be accepted
Children 4 years and under
must be accompanied by an adult
For Youth & Adults: St. Brother Andre
(Rated G—87 minutes)
The life of St. Brother Andre, the
first Canadian male saint who, from
his modest position of a Catholic
college’s doorman, raised the fervour
of the Catholics around the world to
Saint Joseph, the father of the Christ.
His miracles and the way he
succeeded in the construction of the
Saint-Joseph’s Basilica in Montreal.
Popcorn and drinks provided / Free will offering
will be accepted.

Service
What use do I make of time? Do I set aside time for prayer, for
Sunday Mass, for the enjoyment of family? Am I able to
dedicate some time to volunteer in the parish, our schools,
hospitals or charitable organizations? What time can be
dedicated to the study of the faith, or to understanding in the
light of the Gospel the issues that impact the poor, both at home
and abroad and the environment?
~Archbishop Smith, Living in the Word of God, Pastoral Letter 2017

Want to join St. Thomas More Parish in service
for the community?
We’re often in need of volunteers for small events, or one
time opportunities!
If you like to help others out, please consider emailing
Sara, youth@stmparish.com
to have your name put on this volunteer list to help others.

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized:

World Youth Day at Home

In December, the following children entered into
the community of the Trinity through the
Sacrament of Baptism:

(WYDAH) at St. Theresa’s Parish
Edmonton, AB.
Archdiocese-Wide Celebration
Young Adults ages 18 – 35!

Riley D. Chris J. Chingozi M. Isabella N.
Ikemsinachi U. and Scarlett W.
Please remember our new little brothers and sisters in your prayers.

Save the Date,

Tell your Friends!

Baptism: Infant to 7 yrs – Contact: Diane Middleton

Jan. 26, 2019

1PM –9PM

780-434-6313 ext. 233

Preparation: for parents & godparents is next offered on Jan. 14
from 7 to 9pm - call to register.

Brochure:

For process, requirements, dates offered for
preparation etc. please refer to the baptism brochure. You will find
it in the stand at the main entrance to the church and at the
Sacraments link on our website stm.caedm.ca.

More information on the Facebook Event
“World Youth Day at Home”
Keep up to date on events, catechism
and fun, HOLY media with:
INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK:

Baby on the Way? Maybe you didn’t know but . . . . . The
Second Commandment
I. The Name of the Lord is Holy - prescribes respect for the Lord’s name
CCC* 2142
II. Taking the Name of the Lord in Vain – forbids false oaths CCC* 2150
III. The Christian Name CCC* 2156 T he sacrament of Baptism is
conferred “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” In Baptism, the Lord’s name sanctifies man, and the Christian
receives his name in the Church. This can be the name of a saint, that is, of
a disciple who has lived a life of exemplary fidelity to the Lord. The patron
saint provides a model of charity; we are assured of his intercession. The
“baptismal name” can also express a Christian mystery or Christian
virtue. *CCC Catechism of the Catholic Church—how to live out
The Bible

1st Reconciliation and 1st Holy Communion
are offered to children in grade 2. What an exciting
year for these young children to celebrate TWO
sacraments. See the green brochures in your school
office or STM parish for details.

Youth Rally for youth Grades 7 – 11!
Holy Trinity Catholic Parish will be holding a youth
rally on Saturday, February 23rd. Catholic youth from
all over the city will be attending a series of games,
talks, skits, Mass, Adoration and confession.
Fr. Samson will be the speaker for the day!
More information to come!
If you’re interested contact Sara Dmitri
Save the Date - Theology of the Body Conference
March 8 & 9, 2019
Calgary, AB
Ages 18 – 35
Contact Sara for more info

DROP-IN REGISTRATION.
Drop in to St. Thomas Mor e par ish to r egister your child for
the two sacraments.
Drop-in registration will occur fr om 9:00-11:00 a.m. on the 1st
Saturday of each month (Oct. thr u Feb.).
Please contact Kathleen at the Parish for further details.
The next Marriage Preparation program at St. Thomas More
will take place March 15, 16 and 17, 2019.
For information email: stm.marriagepreparation@gmail.com
Please indicate your names, wedding date and
location when emailing for information.
Other Marriage Preparation programs available:
Catholic Engaged Encounter:
http://ceewest.com/communities/edmonton/
On-line Marriage Preparation:
http://caedm.ca/PastoralParishServices/LifeandFamily/
MarriagePreparation/MarriagePreparationPrograms/
OtherPrograms/OnlineMarriagePreparation

Parents
Have circumstances prevented you from celebrating the
sacraments within the common time frame? Concerned
that it is “too late” or your child is too old to celebrate the
sacraments? Worried that you might be judged or “in
trouble”? This is simply not true. We welcome all your
children to prepare and celebrate the sacraments of
baptism, first reconciliation, first communion and
confirmation.
Your child is in grade 5? Doesn’t matter! Grade 10?
Doesn’t matter! All are Welcome!! Sacraments do not
have an expiration date!! Come to St. Thomas More
Parish and register your child. We will work with you and
your child to receive the gift and the grace of our Catholic
sacraments.
If you have any questions/concerns please contact
Sara Dmitri at 780-434-6313 or youth@stmparish.com

