St. Thomas More Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Mitchell Fidyka
Associate Pastor: Fr. Joy Vadakkan, CFIC
Permanent Deacons: Randy Abele, Chris Ashdown
210 Haddow Close, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2P3
Office: 780.434.6313 Rectory: 780.434.9483, Pastor’s Cell: (emergency only) 780.907.7782
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Website: https://stm.caedm.ca Email: webmaster@stmparish.com

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Mondays
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

CONFESSION

Saturday
Sunday

1 hour before all
morning & evening weekday Masses

5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:00 pm

ADORATION
Tuesday 6:00 pm
1st Fridays 9 am - 3 pm

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT:
Pastoral Care
 Sacrament of the Sick: any day at any hour
 Regular pastoral visits can be arranged for the homebound

First Reconciliation and First Communion
 For baptized children 7 years of age and older
 Preparation classes are required
 See green sacrament brochure for details

Baptism
 See Baptismal brochure in stand or look on website
 Parents & godparents are required to take preparation classes

Confirmation
 For those 11 years of age and older who have received the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion
 Preparation classes are required.

Marriages
 Schedule an appointment before you book any other facilities
 An approved pre-marriage course is required
 A minimum of 4 months of notice is required

RCIA and RCIA - Adapted for Children (8-15 yrs.)
 For those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith or
who wish to become Catholic.
 Classes start each fall.

PARISH STAFF:
PASTORAL STAFF
Family Coordinator:
Monica Bober
Youth Coordinator:
Sara Dmitri
Sacrament Assistant:
Kathleen Eistetter
Sacrament Assistant:
Diane Middleton
Music Coordinator:
Johanna Dietrich
RCIA Coordinator:
Darlene Smigelski
RCIA & Sacrament Asst.
Olivia Dias

OFFICE STAFF
Business Administrator:
Christopher Snaith
Receptionist:
Shannon Van Soest
Interim Bookkeeper:
Joey Kolinsky
Custodian:
Arthur Connick
Evening Receptionist:
Gideon Boyle
*To email the staff, please visit the Contact page of our website for details.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 31, 2019
“Let us celebrate, for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!”
Our familiarity with today’s parable risks dulling us to its tremendously powerful message. Any focus on the younger son must
also be balanced by an examination of the unusual behavior of the father. We must imagine our first response to the audacity of a
son who asks for his inheritance before his father has died. The father agrees to honor the son’s request and divides his property
between his two sons. Without property of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to provide for his well-being.
The younger son takes his inheritance, leaves home and squanders his wealth. The older son remains, continuing to provide for
the father and the household. Despite having been disgraced by his younger son, the father watches the road. When he eventually
sees his wayward son returning, the father not only welcomes him but also runs out to embrace him, restores his place in the
family, and then honors him with a party.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is the Latin word that means “ rejoice” . Today’s
Gospel describes the reason for our joy:
God’s great love is revealed in the parable of the prodigal son.
It invites us to consider the depth of God’s mercy and love for each of us.

Mass Intentions

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent at 7:00 pm,
followed by the evening Mass
Here are six reasons from our Holy Father as to
why we should pray the Stations of the Cross:

Mon.

Apr.1

7:00pm

Tues.

Apr.2

7:00pm

+Breda Monks

Wed.

Apr.3

9:00am

Thurs. Apr.4

9:00am

Fri.

9:00am

Jack Murray, Garnet McKee, Roger Desfosses,
and Lolita Espinoza
May they receive the peace & healing of the Lord

Pat Coe
Thanksgiving to St. Anne for favours received

Sat.

Apr.6

7:00pm

+Elizabeth Liou

9:00am

+Deceased Members of Family
+Katherine Pisesky

Prayers for the Sick
We care about the sick and suffering in our parish and pray
for them daily. These prayers are included in the intentions
of the rosary that we pray before the Eucharist.
We pray for:

Lucille Lamothe
Helen Carrier

Apr.5

 they give us the certainty of God’s love for us;
 they guide us from the Cross to the Resurrection!

+Gene Zwozdesky
+Janice McCormick

 they remind us that Jesus suffers with us;
 they compel us to action;

Michelle Fines & Family
+Jesse Amano

 they allow us to place our trust in Him;
 they put us into “the Story”;

+Maureen Dowling

5:00pm

+Karen-Marie Shebeck
+Ramon Pacardo

Sun.

Apr.7

8:30am

Anna Bai Rayar

10:00am +Lucille Dendwick
12:00pm

Dorothy Johansen & Family

6:00pm +Leslie Peter Reynolds

Next Sunday Readings:
Isaiah 43:16-21, Psalm 126,
Philippians 3:8-14, John 8:1-11

Formed.org
Our suggestion this week is Meditations for Lent. These
mediations compliment the daily Mass readings. They will
help you remember Christ’s journey to his crucifixion and
have you walking with him. Walking with Christ is what we
are called to do in Lent. "O Jesus! I present myself to you to
make my journey in your company. O my Saviour, receive
your traveler! Here I am ready, holding on to nothing. Let
me go with You to the Father.” Our code is TBQYW9.

Next Sunday Hymns:
CBW 373 Tree of Life, BB 115 Ashes to Ashes,
CBW 599 No Greater Love,
BB 128 In These Days of Lenten Journey,
CBW 368 O Cross of Christ

Our Offerings: Mar. 24
Regular Sunday Collection: $15,548.00
Flowers for Easter: $1,560.00

Mission Circle
Our parish has many groups and activities. One group that
seems to be missing is called a Mission Circle. The Church
calls all members to celebrate its central
work: Evangelization. By our Baptism
we are sent to bring the Gospel to all
peoples.
A Mission Circle has a three-fold
purpose: Our own personal development
of a mission sense, prayerful and material support of those
doing missionary work, and creating in the parish an interest
in all things missionary. It is a dynamic way of participating
in the mission work of the Church. If this activity appeals to
you, consider joining us for an informal formation meeting
and coffee social this Tuesday, April 2, at 7:30pm.
Fr. Don will be the spiritual leader of our Mission Circle or
Friends of Missions, as we could call our group.

APRIL 5 First Friday
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
after 9am mass until Benediction at 3pm
“He never gives up and so we must persevere in
prayer; waiting, watching, listening, knowing that He is
present. He is nourishing and healing us
in the communion of His friendship.”

Liturgical Schedule for Lent
Way of the Cross and Mass, Fridays throughout Lent
April 5, 12, at 7pm
Palm Sunday Masses: Apr il 13, at 5pm
April 14, at 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm
Holy Thursday Mass: April 18, at 7pm
Good Friday: Apr il 19, at 9am, 12pm, 3pm
Holy Saturday Basket Blessing: Apr il 20, at 12pm

Easter Vigil: Apr il 20, at 9pm
Easter Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm

Easter Flowers
The church is accepting donations for Easter Mums.
We have decided to go mainly with mums
due to a high number of parishioners with allergies to lilies.
If you wish, the donation can be made in the name
of a loved one. The suggested donation is $20.
Please bring your donation to the parish office or place in the
offertory basket, in an envelope, marked “MUM” along with
the name of your loved one.

Catholic author Clemens Peter

APRIL 6 First Saturday
Sign up to commit to 1 hour: every hour must be filled.
See sheet in foyer on FF table. Drop-ins welcome!

Celebrating Anniversaries: Pope Francis asked us to
celebrate anniversaries. If you have an anniversary in March
or April, please contact the office so we can acknowledge
you and celebrate with you!
“When in the Rosary we plead with Mary,
the sanctuary of the Holy Spirit,
she intercedes for us before the Father
who filled her with grace
and before the Son
born of her womb,
praying with us and for us.”
RVM, 16 JP II

Our parish community prays the Rosary 30
minutes before all weekend masses.
Join us!
Except before the Sun. 10am Mass, at
9:45am, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed.

The Weekend Rosary Ministry is in need of volunteer s to
lead the Rosary once a month and 30 minutes before these
Masses: Saturday 5pm Mass, Sunday 8:30am & 6pm Mass.

Rosary: 8:40am
Mass: 9am
This month’s rosary mystery
reflection: 1st Sorrowful Mystery, the
Agony in the Garden
Coffee, fellowship.
All are welcome!

This year’s Palm Stripping will be after
Wednesday morning Mass on April 10th.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) at St. Thomas More Parish
is coming July 8-12, 2019
for children ages 5 – 10 years ($50)
and youth 11 – 14 years ($50) for the
Captains Leadership Program (NEW - all day).
Registration Drop In dates for VBS
will be held on:
Monday, April 29, 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Please contact Christine at cferickson2@gmail.com if you
can help with this Ministry.
*Note: beginning April 14, the Sunday 8:30am Mass
changes to 8am, and the Sunday 6pm Mass changes to 5pm.

Saturday and Sunday, May 25/26
following all masses
Thursday, June 6, 6:30 - 8:30 pm

SAVE THE DATES!!!

Library
Request

Steve Bell is a songwriter, storyteller, and
troubadour for our time.
Over the course of a 25
year solo career, he has
been sharing a message
of love, hope and faith
through songs, stories,
and writings. He is a
purveyor of truth and
beauty and champion of
kindness, on a focused
mission for “refreshing
Christian faith and
spiritual tradition for
the weary and the wary”. He is a mentor to many, and an
advocate of numerous meaningful causes. He is among the
best known Christian musicians in Canada and is an accomplished songwriter and record producer. Visit his website to learn more or hear his music. https://stevebell.com/
We are accepting donations of Catholic books
(preferably with an imprimatur or nihil obstat).
Please leave these at the parish office.
Thank you very much for your generosity!
Theresa Seraphim, library co-ordinator

Baptism
Infants & children to 7 years of age.
Preparation – Two opportunities in April!!!
April 8 – Monday evening 7 to 9pm.
OR
April 13 - Saturday morning 10am to noon
This class is a requirement for parents and
godparents. It can be taken before the arrival/
registration of the child.
April and May baptism dates are filling up
quickly so if you would like to have your child baptized in
those months please call Diane soon 780-434-6313 ext. 233.

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion
Our parish has 264 children that have begun
preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation
and Holy Communion. The children have
received materials, and attended meetings and
retreats in order to better understand these two special
sacraments. First Reconciliation for these children will be
celebrated on Wednesday, May 1. First Holy Communion
will be celebrated at select masses in May and June.
Please keep these young parishioners in your prayers!

The Alberta March for Life Association
Pasta Supper & Silent Auction Fundraiser
April 6, 2019, 5:30 pm
St. Joseph’s Basilica
10044-113 Street

Tickets: $20/person
(available from Monica Bober)
www.AlbertaMarchforLife.com
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul invites you to attend the

SPRING CHARITY SALE
St. Andrew’s Centre Auditorium - 12720 111 Ave.
Thursday, April 4, 12 - 7 pm
Friday, April 5, 12 - 7 pm &
Saturday, April 6, 10 am to 4 pm
Antiques * Collectibles * Housewares * Furniture
Proceeds support the Society’s work in helping men, women, and
children living in poverty.

—————————————————————If you wish to make a donation to help one of our needy
families, or if you have furniture or household items that you
no longer need, please call 780-471-5577. If you know of
someone who needs help or want to learn more about SSVP
please visit our website at www.ssvpedmonton.ca

The Culture of Life Ministry at St. Thomas More invites
you to participate in 40 Days for Life this lent by praying,
fasting, and keeping vigil for an end to abortion. Come join
us for an hour or more in prayer.
Vigil location: Woman’s Health Options abor tion facility,
12409 109A Ave., Edmonton, outside the 50 meter access
zone.
Vigil hours: Friday, April 12, 8am to 5pm
Saturday, April 13, 11am to 2pm
Contact: Sign up at the chur ch entr ance, par ish office, or
email prolifeSTM@gmail.com

