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Pope Francis leads the opening session of the meeting on the protection of minors in the Church at the Vatican. (Catholic News Service)

Needs of the Church in Canada
Tackling the Issues

Donations to the Needs of the Church in Canada support
the work of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB), the national assembly of the Bishops of Canada.
The Conference assists our bishops in fulfilling their roles
to teach, govern and sanctify the People of God. Recent
work includes:
•

Representing Canada at important international
gatherings such as February’s unprecedented
meeting of bishops with Pope Francis on the
subject of sexual abuse.

•

Publishing Protecting Minors from Sexual
Abuse, a guidebook for Canadian dioceses
that was held up at the Vatican summit as an
example of a roadmap for protecting children
and increasing accountability and transparency
within Church leadership.

•

Engaging government on national issues; for
example, through a submission to Health Canada’s
consultation on palliative care, which stressed
the importance of keeping euthanasia out of
compassionate care for the dying.

•

Intervening at the Supreme Court in religious
freedom cases.

•

Developing a new national hymnal, to be
published in 2020.

•

Joining with other faith leaders to advocate for
changes to the Canada Summer Jobs program so
that it might once more respect the diverse views
and beliefs of all Canadians.

About the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Through the work of its members, the Conference is involved in matters of national and
international scope in areas such as ecumenism and interfaith dialogue, theology, social justice,
aid to developing countries, the protection of human life, liturgy, communications and Christian
education. The Conference also provides the Bishops with a forum where they can share their
experience and insights on the life of the Church and the major events that shape our society. In
the Ottawa offices of the CCCB, a staff of about 31 people – laypersons, priests and religious –
are at the service of the bishops.

Thank you for your generous support of Together We Serve !
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St. Joseph’s College Campus Ministry

St. Joseph Priests’ Foundation of Edmonton

For University of Alberta student Andres Merino
Restrepo, St. Joseph’s College is much more than just
a place to learn academic subjects; it’s also a place to
worship, grow and share with others.

Your gift through Together We Serve also helps the
St. Joseph Priests’ Foundation of Edmonton provide a
modest retirement income and other assistance as required
to ensure the dignified care of archdiocesan priests when
they retire or can no longer serve the People of God. It is
a small way to give back to the men who have faithfully
served our families and parishes for so many years –
being there for us at all our important life moments.

Learning, Praying, Growing

“St. Joe’s College has
taught me the importance
of living my faith in
community, how faith
is lived and expressed
by different cultures
and, more importantly,
that we all may have
different backgrounds but
a common language of
love and fraternity,” says Andres. “I have learned
different ways to approach the same issue related to
life and faith, I have grown in terms of ecumenism
and, interestingly, I have grown in expressing my
faith and life experiences in a new language.”

Serving those who have Served Us

At the college, sometimes known as the Catholic heart
of the U of A, Andres also found affirmation of his hope
that other people are coming closer to the faith.
“It is difficult to choose just one experience, but I would
say that the best experiences at SJC have been Alpha
(a course in the basics of Christian faith), especially the
retreat; the Eucharists, worshipping with a wonderful
community; and the Taizé prayer.”
Your gift through Together We Serve helps bring the
presence and action of God to the university campus in
real and concrete ways for students like Andres.

About St. Joseph’s College:
Campus Ministry at St. Joseph’s College provides a
friendly, nurturing place where students, faculty and staff
at the U of A can explore the relationship between faith
and reason and the ways in which this should be lived
out in day-to-day life. This is achieved through spiritual
counselling, peer support, worship services, reflection and
discussion groups, and interfaith and volunteer activities.

Father Martin Carroll retired in 2018 after serving 50 years as a priest, including
42 in parishes throughout Alberta.

Thank you for your generous support of
Together We Serve !

