St. Thomas More Catholic Parish
210 Haddow Close, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2P3
Office: 780-434-6313; Fax: 780-438-2088

Rectory: 780-434-9483, Pastor’s Cell: (emergency only) 780-907-7782

_________________________________________________________________________________
Pastor: Fr. Mitchell Fidyka
Permanent Deacons: Randy Abele, Chris Ashdown, Tom Sudsbear

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 2 pm
Website: https://stm.caedm.ca
Email: communications.stm@caedm.ca

Weekend Mass Times
*Saturday
Sunday

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

Weekday Mass Times

Monday
6:00 pm
Tuesday
6:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am
Thursday
9:00 am
*Friday
9:00 am
Saturday
9:00 am
* These Masses are also live-streamed

Sacrament of Confession

One hour before all morning and evening weekday Masses

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday
First Friday

5:00 pm
9:30 am - 3 pm

Please Contact the Parish Office for information about:
Pastoral Care
First Reconciliation and First Communion
 Sacrament of the Sick: any day at any hour
 For baptized children 7 years of age and older
 Regular pastoral visits can be arranged for the homebound
 Preparation classes are required
(pastoral1.stm@caedm.ca)
(pastoral1.stm@caedm.ca)
 See Reconciliation/First Communion brochure for details
Baptism
Confirmation
 See Baptismal brochure in stand or look on website
 For those 11 years (& older) by Confirmation date
 Parents & godparents are required to take preparation

Registrations for Confirmation 2021 Program start in May
classes (baptism.stm@caedm.ca)
(pastoral1.stm@caedm.ca)
Marriages
RCIA and RCIC (Adapted for Children 8-15 yrs.)
 Schedule an appointment before you book any other
 For those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith
facilities
or who wish to become Catholic.
 An approved pre-marriage course is required
 Classes start each fall
 A minimum of 4 months of notice is required
Parish Staff:
Pastoral Assistant: Christina Faitakis
Music Coordinator: Johanna Dietrich

Business Coordinator: Paul Givens
Bookkeeper: Elvie Fermin-Chua
Maintenance Manager: Marian Ragac

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 31, 2021

“This is the first commandment. And the second is like it.”
In today’s gospel we have Jesus’ teaching about the two great commandments of love, the two legs we need for following Christ.
We can attempt to walk without one, but we really need both. And we have serious problem with both commandments.
The Old Testament reading is a Jewish profession of faith, recited daily by orthodox Jews. Hear
Israel, the ancient prayer that the Jewish people said every morning and every evening, the prayer
that they kept by the doors so they could take it with them wherever they went, “Hear O Israel, the
Lord, Our Lord is one. You shall love the Lord with your whole heart, whole mind and whole soul”.
The Lord would absorb their whole heart, soul, and mind.
The other commandment of love is also difficult, maybe even more difficult. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The
commandment is uncompromising. We must love him as we do ourselves. The two great commandments of love. Wedded
forever. When we come to celebrate the Eucharist, we do not have any elaborate menus. The offering is simple: bread and wine.
Much the one who made it, these gifts are single-purpose, loved into sacrifice.
God is simple-minded when it comes to God’s people, triple-hearted when it comes to loving us more than we can imagine.
All we have to do is - respond.

ALL SAINTS
The feast of All Saints refers to all those baptized Christians
who have died and are now with God in glory. It also
certainly includes all human persons who sincerely lived life
in accordance with the convictions of their conscience. The
Church has observed All Saints’ Day as one occasion to
celebrate, in a special way, all its saints, past and present,
whatever be their country of origin, race, or denomination,
and whether we know them personally or not.
On this day we also remember the
saints who may have been forgotten,
or who have never been specifically
honored. All Saints’ Day is tied with
the concept of the Communion of Saints. This is the belief
that all of God’s people are connected in a communion – on
heaven, earth, and in the state of purification.

Monday
November 1
ALL SAINTS

6pm

†Lakshmi Wijeyeratne
†Lina A. Ella and †Ely D. Ella

Tuesday
November 2
All Souls’ Day

6pm

†Edayanthrathu family
†Halbauer - † Tomanek families

Wednesday
November 3

9am

†all souls in purgatory
†Joseph Tran

Thursday
November 4

9am

†Carlos Eduardo Palacios
Cristina Elle (birthday blessings)

*Friday
November 5

9am

Pat Coe
†John W. Lemiski

*Saturday
November 6

9am Anne Gau
*5pm Emmanuel Moya (birthday blessings)
8am Connie Deluna

Catholic Social Services: 60 year anniversary
Catholic Social Services (CSS) was founded in the
Archdiocese of Edmonton in 1961, under the leadership of
Monsignor Bill Irwin, and with the encouragement and
blessing of Archbishop John MacDonald. Over the years it
has answered Christ’s call to attend to the needs of the poor
and suffering, and to love our neighbour.
To mark the 60th anniversary of CSS, Archbishop Smith
recognizes Sunday, October 31st
as Catholic Social Services
Sunday across the Archdiocese
of Edmonton; the last Sunday of
October will be marked as
Catholic Social Services Sunday.

Sunday
November 7

10am †Macario Yu
12pm †Michael Teeple
5pm †Milagros Manglicmot

* These Masses are also live-streamed

Next Sunday Readings:
1 Kings 17:10-16, Psalm 146,
Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44
Our Offerings: October 24
Regular Sunday Collection: $9,310
Together We Serve:
$ 140
Refugee Sponsorship:
$ 625

Memorial Mass - November 9

Journey with St. Joseph

November is the month of special prayer for our loved ones
who are not with us anymore. In remembrance of our
beloved dead, we will be celebrating a memorial Mass on
Tuesday, November 9th at 6pm. We invite the family and
friends of those parishioners of St. Thomas More that died
during 2020 and 2021 to this special celebration of our dead
relatives and friends. Because of the pandemic we did not
have the memorial book set out, but during the month of
October we invite you to submit the names of loved ones.
Names can be dropped off in the basket at the back of the
church, or at the office. We will pray for the souls of the
departed during the month of November and especially on
the Feast of All Souls’ (November 2nd) and at our Memorial
Mass.

Novena in preparation for Catholic Education Sunday

How do you explain to a child the concept of death
and why we pray for the dead. The formed.org
presentation Brother Francis: All Souls helps to put
the ideas of death, purgatory and praying for the Holy
Souls into words that a child can understand. As we
celebrate All Souls’ day on November 2, this
animation is a good less for both the young and not so
young.

CWL Membership Drive
St. Thomas More Catholic Women’s
League is holding a membership
drive on the weekends of Nov. 6-7
and Nov. 13-14, after all Masses.
Come by the table in the church foyer
to get more information, or download a registration
form at https://bit.ly/CWLregistration. The CWL is
Canada's largest organization of Catholic women and
just celebrated 100 years. We initiate various projects
throughout the year to assist those in need, such as the
Advent Giving Tree, Lenten and fall donations to E4C,
and donations of toques and mitts at Christmastime.
CWL also advocates on a national level for the Catholic
perspective on issues of the day. We invite all women to
join CWL for faith, fun and fellowship ̶ and to make a
difference!
The Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops has announced that Pope Francis has
accepted an invitation from the Bishops of Canada for a
pastoral visit to Canada for a pilgrimage of healing and
reconciliation with our Indigenous sisters and brothers. A
delegation will travel to Rome December 17-20 of this year.
Please read further details of the announcement from the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops website and from
the Archdiocese of Edmonton Pastoral Scene webpage.

Catholic Education Sunday will be
celebrated on November 7 and this year’s
theme is: Catholic Education: Rebuild,
Restore, Renew Together.
Please read the letter from the Catholic Bishops of Alberta
and
the
Northwest
Territories as they speak
to the importance and
critical role that Catholic
schools play in Alberta.
Please join us as we pray the ‘Journey with St. Joseph’
novena from Thursday, October 28 to Saturday, November 5
in preparation for Catholic Education Sunday on Sunday,
November 7. Here is the link to find a copy of the St. Joseph
novena.

Baptism Celebrations

The next scheduled in-person Baptism preparation classes
will be held on:
Saturday, November 6, 10:00 - 11:30 am, and
Saturday, November 20, 10:00 - 11:30 am

Baptism preparation includes watching on-line video
resources. After your child’s registration information has
been submitted, and the on-line portion completed, one of
the in-person preparation class can be taken and a date for
Baptism can be scheduled. Baptisms will be celebrated
throughout the year on the 4th Sunday of every month at
2pm. Extra celebrations may also be scheduled. For most
updated information please contact the office, visit our
website or email: baptism.stm@caedm.ca.

St. Thomas More Parish Cookbook 2021
St. Thomas More Catholic Women’s League is taking orders
for our new cookbook, Gather Together Again, featuring
over 300 tried and true favourite recipes submitted by STM
parishioners. To reserve your copies now, download an order
form at https://bit.ly/CookbookOrder or pick up a form from
the CWL bulletin board and arrange payment by e-transfer or
cheque. The price is $15 each or two books for $25. We also
have limited numbers of our 2010 cookbook, Gather &
Celebrate, available for $10 each or two for $15, if you also
purchase Gather Together Again. The cookbooks will be
available for pickup at the church soon, in time for Christmas
gift-giving. Proceeds will go to support the many ways the
CWL serves our parish and community. For more
information, call Dorothy at 780-989-0663.

Retrouvaille: A Life Line for Married Couples

Please check out the GrACE October newsletter

All Saints Day Virtual Pumpkin Carving Event
The Knights of Columbus invites your family to participate
in the 5th annual All Saints Day pumpkin carving event. As
last year, this event is virtual. Parents/grandparents/
guardians/caretakers can team up with kids to carve out
various Christian themes on pumpkins. It would be a great
experience to enjoy family fun time working on the
pumpkins.
1) The entries can include 2 pictures, and/or a 1 min video
explaining the concept of the carved pumpkin. Entries
can be made per child/student or family.
2) Please pin a tag on your entry with name of the family
3) Send entry electronically to family@kofc7599.org
4) A maximum of two entries per family.
5) The last date for submission is November 2, 2021
For more information, please contact family@kofc7599.org,
or call (587)-985-0450

Edmonton Retrouvaille is planning to offer their next
program beginning with the weekend of November 12-14. If
you are struggling in your marriage relationship, Retrouvaille
may be the solution.
For further information:
email info@helpourmarriage.ca, call 587-598-4357, or check
the website helpourmarriage.com

ADORATION FOR LIFE
First Wednesdays: Nov 3, Dec. 1
Adoration, Rosary for Respect for Life and
Benediction 6 pm
Mass with Knights of Columbus 7 pm
St. John the Evangelist Parish, 9830 148 St.
Presided by Fr. Dean Dowle
To support the Knights of Columbus and
purchase grocery cards contact:
Ken Shivak at kshivak@shaw.ca or
phone: 780-434-0632
Thank-you for your continuing support!

Pumpkin carving should be done under adult supervision

Refugee Welcome Bags
When refugees flee conflict or persecution in their homeland,
they often arrive in Canada without even basic necessities.
The Catholic Women’s League prepares welcome bags for
the newcomers to make those first few days just a little
easier. We invite parishioners help by donating personal care
items such as toothbrushes & toothpaste, hand soap,
shampoo & conditioner, lotion, deodorant, razors and
shaving cream for men. We can also use current calendars,
reusable grocery bags, and children’s items such as colouring
books, pencil crayons, small stuffed toys, and playing cards.
Please place items in the marked box on the right side of the
sliding glass doors at the church entrance. Cheques will also
be accepted (payable to St. Thomas More CWL ‘Refugee
Welcome bag’) or by e-transfer to stmcwl@gmail.com (be
sure to specify the e-transfer is for Refugee Welcome bag).
For more information, call Jane at 587-501-6882.
St. Thomas More Parish: Family of Schools Contact Information
School Name
Archbishop Joseph MacNeil
Monsignor Fee Otterson
Monsignor William Irwin
Mother Margaret Mary

St. Boniface
St. John XXIII
St. Mary
St. Monica
St. Stanislaus
St. Teresa
St. Thomas Aquinas

Grades

K-9
K-9
K-6
10-12
K-6
K-9
K-6
Pre-school

K-6
K-6
K-9

Phone #
780-471-4218

Principal
George Antonakis

780-430-8015
780-430-1121
780-988-2279
780-434-0294
780-469-2451
780-988-6577
780-436-7888
780-434-0295
780-437-6022
780 409-2604

Patrick Lema
Lynnette Anderson
Dean Rootsaert
Thomas Rees
Michael Kovacs
Christine Vince
Michele Wedemire
Nella Funaro
Julieta Zelada
Danita Power

