St. Thomas More Catholic Parish
210 Haddow Close, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2P3
Office: 780-434-6313; Fax: 780-438-2088

Rectory: 780-434-9483, Pastor’s Cell: (emergency only) 780-907-7782

_________________________________________________________________________________
Pastor: Fr. Mitchell Fidyka
Permanent Deacons: Randy Abele, Chris Ashdown, Tom Sudsbear
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 4 pm
Website: https://stm.caedm.ca
Email: communications.stm@caedm.ca

Weekend Mass Times
*Saturday
Sunday

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

Weekday Mass Times

Monday
6:00 pm
Tuesday
6:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am
Thursday
9:00 am
*Friday
9:00 am
Saturday
9:00 am
* These Masses are also live-streamed

Sacrament of Confession

One hour before all morning and evening weekday Masses

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday
First Friday

5:00 pm
9:30 am - 3 pm

Please Contact the Parish Office for information about:
Pastoral Care
First Reconciliation and First Communion
 Sacrament of the Sick: any day at any hour
 For baptized children 7 years of age and older
 Regular pastoral visits can be arranged for the homebound
 Preparation classes are required
(pastoral1.stm@caedm.ca)
(pastoral1.stm@caedm.ca)
 See Reconciliation/First Communion brochure for details
Baptism
Confirmation
 See Baptismal brochure in stand or look on website
 For those 11 years (& older) by Confirmation date
 Parents & godparents are required to take preparation

Registrations for Confirmation 2021 Program start in May
classes (baptism.stm@caedm.ca)
(Julie.Lee@caedm.ca)
Marriages
RCIA and RCIC (Adapted for Children 8-15 yrs.)
 Schedule an appointment before you book any other
 For those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith
facilities
or who wish to become Catholic.
 An approved pre-marriage course is required
 Classes start each fall
 A minimum of 4 months of notice is required
(rciacoordinator.stm@caedm.ca)
Parish Staff:
Pastoral Assistant: Christina Faitakis
Julie Lee
Music Coordinator: Johanna Dietrich

Business Coordinator: Paul Givens
Bookkeeper: Elvie Fermin-Chua
Maintenance Manager: Marian Ragac

The Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

“John preached the Good News to the people.”
In the midst of a serious season for a change of heart, we celebrate Gaudete Sunday or the Sunday of Joy.
But the central character of today’s gospel, John the Baptist, is anything but joyful. At least that’s the way
preachers and teachers have traditionally portrayed him. So, we have in our minds the image of a wild
man: an overly serious crusader who preached fire every time and struck fear even in the hearts of tax
collectors and soldiers. We have the image of a man whose face never lit up with joy.
It’s true that John had a serious message to preach: people had to change their ways; people, like tax
collectors who got rich by taxing the poor above and beyond what was demanded by the law; people like
soldiers who were the bodyguards of the tax collectors who used brute force to bully and threaten the
people. John the Baptist said to these people and to all who came to hear him, “Enough is enough. It’s
time to change your lives and the way you relate to one another.”
But, somehow, I believe there was another side to John. He was still the same John who danced with joy
in his mother’s Elizabeth’s womb when visited by the Mother of Jesus. And I simply cannot image a grim
John the day he spotted the one mightier than he walking towards him along the river Jordan.
When he cried out, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
I bet in that face was a smile of joy!

Know the Difference
Have you come back to in person attendance at Mass?
Online Masses are very convenient but are you truly
fulfilling your spiritual needs? Attendance in person is
important to you and your family. Our faith is one of
participation.
Your sofa is comfortable and your house is warm but is the
experience the same in your heart as when you attend Mass
in person? Do you feel the same connection to the parish
community? Praying together gives one a sense of power and
belonging. We support each other in faith and prayer by
coming together in a physical sense.
Can you serve the parish in any capacity from your living
room? Can you usher, contribute your talents, join others in
responding? Mass is not a passive activity; we need to
immerse ourselves in prayer with our
community. We don't just watch; we take
part. We give of ourselves, we sacrifice,
we encourage others.
We acknowledge each others presence
and most of all we acknowledge that we
are in the presence of the Body and
Blood of Christ.
Come back in person. Come back and meet
Jesus in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

Next Sunday Readings:
Micah 5:2-5a, Psalm 80,
Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45

Monday
December 13

6pm

†Albert Amyotte
†Vaijayanthi

Tuesday
December 14

6pm

†Michael Liou
†all souls of aborted children

Wednesday
December 15

9am

Kathleen Malyk
Paul Forest

Thursday
December 16

9am

Savio, Elsa, Vareed (birthday blessings)
Jaime Alba (birthday blessings)

*Friday
December 17

Aline Amyotte (80th birthday blessings)
9am †Ellen Mullen
†Rocky Lukose

*Saturday
December 18

Sunday
December 19
4RD SUNDAY OF
ADVENT

9am
*5pm

Roberta and Emma Capinpin (wedding
anniversary)
†Jeanette and †Arnold D’Aguilar and
†Maurice Fernandes

8am †Adrian Thiruchelvam
10am †Dick Au
12pm †John Mullen
5pm †Susan Fish

* These Masses are also live-streamed

Our Offerings: December 5
Regular Sunday Collection‡: $18,170
Together We Serve:
$ 3,278
Christmas/Other:
$ 685

Thank-you to a thoughtful giver for the donation of tea
light candles for the chapel!

As we continue to celebrate the liturgical season of
Advent we suggest the formed.org presentation W atch
& Pray by Dr. Edward Sri. With many distractions
that distract us daily, how we can stay focused and
watch for Christmas during Advent? This study
explores the Nativity narrative in Luke's Gospel that
serves as a vivid example of how to prepare our hearts
with humility so that "watching and waiting for Jesus"
is an active reality.

2021 National Day of Prayer for Indigenous People
The National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous
Peoples is celebrated on December 12 every year, on the
feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the
Americas, who appeared to a humble native peasant, Juan
Diego, in Mexico in 1531. This year, the reflection by the
Canadian Catholic Indigenous Council centres on the
theme We are called to Healing, Forgiveness,
Reconciliation. “We, the Body of Christ, are called to live in
friendship and harmony with all peoples. We are brothers
and sisters of our One Creator God. God gives everything to
all of us. God creates and sustains the wonderful diversity of
peoples, cultures, races and creeds.” Please read the message
from the Council at the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops website.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Advent Penitential Service
We will celebrate our Advent Penitential Celebration on
Wednesday, December 15th at 7pm.
We will have a smaller number of priests celebrating with us
this year. We encourage all our parishioners to receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Advent season
leading up until Christmas. Confession is available the hour
before all weekday Masses, Monday to Friday, including
Saturday morning. In this way we can prepare ourselves well
and not feel pressured or rushed and we can avoid
overcrowding and long line ups at the penitential service.

Prayers for the Deceased
+Helen Antoniuk
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
And let perpetual light shine upon her.

Thank-you
Thanks to the generosity of STM parishioners, members of
the Catholic Women's League were able to take 40 bags of
donated items for refugee welcome bags being put together at
St. Joseph’s Basilica. This donation was very timely because
their supplies were running low. The Refugee Bag
Committee is extremely grateful to all who answered the call
to help out newcomers who arrive with very little. The CWL
was able to forward over $2,000 to E4C for their School
Lunch Program, which helps children at selected Edmonton
schools concentrate on their schoolwork and not on their
hunger. Your gifts are greatly appreciated!

Nativity of the Lord – Christmas
Dec. 24 at 4 pm, 6 pm*, 8 pm, 10 pm and midnight*

The giving tree . . .

Dec. 25 at 10 am and 12 noon*

is a St.
Thomas More Advent tradition. This year,
more than ever, the support of our parish is needed for the
women and children of Lurana Shelter, a refuge for those
fleeing from family violence. We are unable to have you take
stars and angels from the Giving Tree. Instead, refer to the
list of needed items beside the tree or on the parish
website. All items must be new, not promoting violence, and
unwrapped. Drop off your gifts by the Giving Tree located in
the gathering space of the church during the weeks of
Advent up until December 19. Giving gift cards is strongly
encouraged (suggested maximum amount per card is $25)
and, if purchased from the Knights of Columbus, results in
double giving (contact Ken at kshivak@shaw.ca or 780-4340632 to purchase gift cards). Drop off gift cards in the locked
box outside the parish office. The Catholic Women’s League
is coordinating this project once again and thanks all for their
support.

Feast of the Holy Family
Dec. 26 at 8 am, 10 am* and 12 noon
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
Dec. 31 at 5 pm* (Vigil)
Jan. 1 at 10 am and 12 noon
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Jan. 1 at 5 pm* (Vigil)
Jan. 2 at 8 am, 10 am, 12 noon and 5 pm
* These Masses will also be livestreamed
—————Lost & Found—————
rosaries, keyrings/fobs, reading glasses, jewellery, children’s
items, hats, gloves, etc.

Please check for lost items in the coat room or office.

Congratulations to the following children who entered into
the community of the Church in September and October
through the Sacrament of Baptism:
Magdalena Stevannie A., Olivia Ara S.,
Dylan James D., Nico Reese R., Ella R.,
Jovie Sutton Dolly R., Luka Trae V.,
Leighton Kathryn C., Julian Varghese K.,
Peter Kevin Rudy R., Arielle Nicole Marie B.,
Theodore Mark G., Adam Jackson Suyat D.,
and Adora Adanna E.
Please remember our new little brothers and sisters in your prayers.

Baptism Celebrations
The next scheduled in-person Baptism preparation classes
will be held on:
Saturday, December 18, 2021, 10:00 - 11:30 am
Saturday, January 15, 2022, 10:00 - 11:30 am
Baptism preparation includes watching on-line video
resources. After your child’s registration information has
been submitted, and the on-line portion completed, one of
the in-person preparation class can be taken and a date for
Baptism can be scheduled. Baptisms will be celebrated
throughout the year on the 4th Sunday of every month at
2pm. Extra celebrations may also be scheduled. For most
updated information please contact the office, visit our
website or email: baptism.stm@caedm.ca.

“Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His path straight.”
The Knights of Columbus invites all youth to participate in
the 2021 Keep Christ in Christmas Contest, to lead the
way in preparing for the arrival of baby Jesus.
1) Make a Room in your Inn - Nativity Scene Creation
Get together with your family and create a nativity scene
depicting child Jesus in a manger that celebrates the Catholic
understanding of Christmas. You can use any materials for
your entry and the size of your construction is unlimited.
2) ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ Poster Contest
Youth (grades 1-9) are invited to use whatever medium they
choose (i.e. paint, crayon, marker, etc.), to create a unique
poster (11”x17”) that depicts your concept of ‘Keeping Christ
in Christmas’.
Please submit high definition photographs of
your artworks by email to family on or before
December 24th, 2021. Please ensure your
name, contact number and email address are
included with your entry.
Please direct questions to our council’s Youth Programs
Director, Jason Kalapurakal or Tony Joseph, at
family@kofc7599.org. Prizes to be awarded based on
creativity and relevance to the theme!
St. Thomas More Parish: Family of Schools Contact Information
School Name
Monsignor Fee Otterson
Monsignor William Irwin
Mother Margaret Mary

St. Thomas More Parish Cookbook 2021
Our new parish cookbook, Gather Together A gain, will
be available for pickup or purchase after Masses on the
weekend of Dec. 11-12. The cookbook features over 300
tried and true favourite recipes submitted by STM
parishioners and will make a great Christmas gift!
Cookbooks are $15 each or two for $25. We also have a
limited number of the 2010 cookbook, Gather & Celebrate,
available for $10 each. You can also order copies by
downloading an order form at https://bit.ly/CookbookOrder
or pick up a form from the CWL bulletin board. This is a
project of STM Catholic Women's League, and proceeds go
to support the many ways the CWL serves our parish and
community.

Grades

Archbishop Joseph MacNeil

St. Boniface
St. John XXIII
St. Mary
St. Monica

K-9
K-9
K-6
10-12
K-6
K-9
K-6
Pre-school

St. Stanislaus
St. Teresa
St. Thomas Aquinas

K-6
K-6
K-9

Phone #
780-471-4218
780-430-8015
780-430-1121
780-988-2279
780-434-0294
780-469-2451
780-988-6577
780-436-7888
780-434-0295
780-437-6022
780 409-2604

Principal
George Antonakis
Patrick Lema
Azza Ghali
Dean Rootsaert
Thomas Rees
Michael Kovacs
Christine Vince
Michele Wedemire
Nella Funaro
Julieta Zelada
Danita Power

To support the Knights of Columbus and
purchase grocery cards contact:
Ken Shivak at kshivak@shaw.ca or
phone: 780-434-0632
Thank-you for your continuing support!

Marriage Preparation
The next Marriage Preparation program at St. Thomas More
will take place on March 18-20, 2022. For infor mation and
to register, email: stm.marriagepreparation@gmail.com.
Please indicate your names, wedding date and
location when emailing for information. The
registration deadline is February 18, 2022.

Telus OptikTV Channel 877
STM website: https://stm.caedm.ca/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreyeg/
Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w

