ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH

210 Haddow Close, NW Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6R 2P3
communications.stm@caedm.ca
t. 780.434.6313 f. 780.438.2088

Godparent/Sponsor Eligibility Form

Name of Child/Youth/Adult you are sponsoring:

Date of Baptism/Confirmation:

To be chosen as Godparent or Sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation is a great honor that carries with it great
responsibility. It is your role to help form the candidate for Baptism or Confirmation in the Catholic faith; to be a good
role model and to inspire them to live an authentic Catholic Christian life.

Thus, in accordance with the Code of Canon Law (C 872-874, and 892-893), the Catholic Church requires the Godparent or
Sponsor to affirm the following (please check all applicable affirmative response):

o | have received all Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism/Profession of Faith, Confirmation and Eucharist) in the Catholic
Church.

o lam atleast 16 years of age.

o |am NOT a parent of the candidate who will receive the Sacrament.

o |am a practicing Catholic with a prayerful life, regularly attending Catholic Mass, free to receive Holy Communion and
free of "canonical penalties".

o lamin avalid Catholic marriage (married in the Catholic Church or elsewhere with the dispensation from a Catholic
Bishop, or received Catholic Marriage Convalidation).

o lam NOT married and NOT living with another person in a romantic relationship or as a couple.

o |am a widow, widower or divorced Catholic and NOT living with another person in a romantic relationship or as a
couple.

o lunderstand and promise to provide support to the person | am sponsoring by leading a life of faith, praying and
assisting in his/her spiritual growth.

Home Parish of Godparent/Sponsor:

Home Parish address:

| hereby solemnly declare that | fulfill all of the requirements and joyfully accept my role to act as a Godparent/Sponsor for

the Sacrament of Baptism or Confirmation.

Name of Godparent/Sponsor:

Signature of Godparent/Sponsor: Date:

Godparent/Sponsor's email: Cell phone:

Please return the form to your home parish for the section below to be completed by the pastor along with a parish seal.

Priest's Affirmation
| hereby certify that the above signed parishioner is a member of our Parish in good standing and, to the best of my
knowledge, is capable of assuming the duties and the responsibilities of the role of Godparent of Baptism or Confirmation.

Name of the Pastor:

Signature of Pastor:

Date:



Tracy Lam
Line

Tracy Lam
Cross-Out


INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE GODPARENT ATTESTATION FORM

A. INTRODUCTION:

The godparent is one of the most important person in the life of an infant, child or adult who is to be
baptized. The godparent is 1. A spiritual role model, 2. An example of the Christian life and 3. The official
reprehensive of the Body of Christ, the Church, into which an infant/child/adult is being baptized.

Because of these three responsibilities, the Catholic Church has some minimum requirements it asks all
godparents to fulfill in order to serve in this role. Each godparent is asked to complete the other side of this
form using this side of the form to answer the questions.

NOTE: ABOUT PROXIES: When a godparent cannot be present at the Baptism, a Catholic parent or the
candidate him/herself may ask someone to stand in as a proxy for the godparent as long as the proxy is a
Catholic and not one of the parents.

B. SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS:

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION: A godparent/sponsor is a baptized Catholic who has received Confirmation
and Holy Communion in the Catholic Church.

MINIMUM AGE: A godparent/sponsor must generally be 16 by the date of the baptism. For exceptions,
see a Catholic priest or the minister who will officiate for the baptism.

NOT BE THE PARENT: The Parent's Role is to be the primary educators of the faith while the godparent's/
sponsor's Role is to assist the parents in that duty and provide a different perspective or safety net for the
child's spiritual life.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION: A godparent/sponsor must be a Catholic because the godparent is an official
representative of the Catholic Church. Christians of other denominations whose baptism is recognized as
valid in the Catholic Church may serve as a "Christian Witness" for the baptism of a Catholic. Christians
whose baptism is not recognized as valid in the Catholic Church and Non-Christians may not serve as a
godparent or Christian Witness.

LEAD A LIFE OF FAITH: Godparent/Sponsor must be in "good standing" with the Church, be free of
"canonical penalties", attends Mass regularly and is free to receive Holy Communion.

MARITAL STATUS: If married, the current marriage must be a valid Catholic marriage. It was either
celebrated in a Catholic church or obtained dispensation from the Bishop to be celebrated else where.
Catholics presently in civil or common law marriage are not eligible to serve as a godparent. Please reach
out to your priest for the Sacrament of Matrimony or Marriage Convalidation.

UNMARRIED STATUS: If unmarried, a godparent/Sponsor must be living a life consistent with a single
person as defined by the Catholic Church. Anyone cohabitating with another person, e.g. living in a
romantic relationship or as a couple, is ineligible to serve.





